
THE PASSOVER SEDER 
(Korenman-Poutasse PDQ Style)  

The Passover Seder is one of the most important celebrations on the 
Jewish calendar. Even Jews that are not religious the rest of the year will 
attend a Seder. Seders also have a universal appeal because of the values 
being celebrated: freedom, striving against oppression, and the enhancing 
of liberty for all. These values are a source of inspiration for people 
fighting against their own oppression. The Haggadah, the book that serves 
as a guide to the Seder, comes in many ‘flavors’ to respond to different 
needs, historical circumstances and to many different people: Orthodox, 
Conservative, Reform, Reconstructionist and Secular Jews; feminists, gays 
and lesbians, even Christian-oriented.  

The rituals involve the use of certain symbolic foods. Below you will see a 
representation of a Seder plate on which many of these foods appear. 

• the fruit of the vine - wine or grape juice  

• unleavened bread a bitter herb 

• horseradish, green onion, or romaine lettuce parsley or celery  

• an animal bone or a beet (for vegetarians)  

• an egg, hard-boiled then roasted a condiment made from fruits, nuts, 
spices, and wine an orange is a recent addition to the traditional Seder  



WHY WE ARE TOGETHER TONIGHT?  
Leader:  

We have come together this evening for many reasons.  
We are here because Spring has arrived and the Earth is reborn.  
It is a good time to celebrate with family and friends.  
We are here because tonight we are all Jews in spirit and we can 
appreciate Judaism’s historic roots as part of our own tradition.  

We are here to remember the old testament story of the liberation of the 
ancient Hebrews from slavery in Egypt - a struggle for freedom and 
dignity. 
We are here because the struggle for human freedom never stops.  
We are here to remember all people who are still struggling for their 
freedom.  

As we feel how wonderful and important it is for all diverse peoples to 
come together 

Leader:  
let us all fill our glasses with the fruit of the vine.  

[Take turns reading. Each person can read a group of lines - or pass.]  

Spring is the season of rebirth and new life.  
Let us raise our cups to signify our gratitude for life.  

Leader:  
Together, with raised cups, let us say:  

Everyone:  
The fruit of the vine - with it, let us drink "To Life!"  

Leader:  
Let us all now drink the first cup of the fruit of the vine.  



MIRIAM S CUP  
[Take turns reading. Each person can read a group of lines - or pass.]  

Miriam, the sister of Moses, was a strong prophet who first saved Moses 
when he was a baby and then joined him to lead the Jewish people to 
freedom.  

In the book of Exodus we read, And Miriam the prophet took a timbrel in 
her hand; and all the women went out after her, with timbrels and with 
dances. And Miriam sang unto them, Sing ye to the Lord, for He is highly 
exalted; The horse and his rider hath He thrown into the sea. As Miriam 
once led the women of Israel in song and dance to praise God for the 
miracle of splitting the Red Sea, so we now rejoice and celebrate freedom.  

Miriam s cup is filled with water, rather than wine. A legend teaches us that 
a miraculous well accompanied the Hebrews throughout their journey in 
the desert, providing them with water. This well was given by God to 
Miriam to honor her bravery and devotion to the Jewish people. Both 
Miriam and her well were spiritual oases in the desert, sources of 
sustenance and healing. Her words of comfort gave the Hebrews the faith 
and confidence to overcome the hardships of the Exodus.  

We now fill Miriam s cup with water to honor her role in ensuring the 
survival of the Jewish people. Let everyone now drink a cup of water as a 
symbol that our daughters may continue to draw from the strength and 
wisdom of their heritage.  

(Fill Miriam’s cup. When Miriam’s cup is filled, raise the goblet)  

Everyone:  

We place Miriam s cup on our Seder table to honor the important role of 
women in our tradition and history. Their stories have been told too little.  

Leader:  
May we, like the children of Israel leaving Egypt, be guarded and nurtured 



and kept alive in the wilderness. Give us wisdom to understand that the 
journey itself holds the promise of redemption.  

DIPPING GREENS - KARPAS -  
[Take turns reading. Each person is invited to read a group of lines - or to 
pass.]  

SALT WATER - Why do we dip our food in salt water two times on this 
night? 
The first time, the salty taste reminds us of the tears we cried when we 
were slaves.  

[Greens held up for all to see.]  

KARPAS - Parsley and celery are symbols of all kinds of spring greenery. 
The second time, the salt water and the green can help us to remember 
the ocean and green plants and the Earth, from which we get the water 
and air and food that enable us to live.  

BREAKING THE MIDDLE MATZAHh  
Leader:  
I am breaking this Matzah into two pieces. One half I will return to the 
table. The other half I will wrap in a napkin and save until the end of the 
meal. 

[Leader breaks the middle Matzah, sets down half, and holds up half as the 
`afikoman.]  

FOUR QUESTIONS 
Leader:  
One of the customs of the Seder is the asking of questions about what the 
Seder rituals mean. The Passover tradition involves the youngest children 
asking "The Four Questions."  

Why is this night different from all other nights?  



On all other nights we eat either bread or Matzah. Why, on this night, 
do we eat only Matzah?  

On all other nights we eat herbs of any kind. Why, on this night, do we 
eat only bitter herbs?  

On all other nights, we do not dip our herbs even once. Why, on this 
night, do we dip them twice?  

On all other nights, we eat either sitting or leaning. Why, on this night, 
do we eat while leaning?  

[Take turns reading. Each person is invited to read a group of lines - or to 
pass.]  

[Matzah held up for all to see.]  

Leader:  
This is the bread of affliction that our ancestors ate during their hasty 
departure from Egypt. Let all who are hungry come and eat.  
Let all who are in need come share our Passover.  

[Take turns reading. Each person is invited to read a group of lines - or to 
pass.]  

After the Israelites were in Egypt for over 400 years, a man arose among 
them. Moses demanded that Pharaoh let his people go!  
Many times he risked his life to insist on the freedom of his people,  
until he finally succeeded.  

At our Passover Seder, we celebrate the story of Moses  
and the people he led out of slavery 3000 years ago.  
We celebrate the struggle of all people to be free.  
Throughout the centuries, the story of Moses and the Exodus from Egypt 
has inspired Jews and non-Jews in times of persecution and hardship.  



Let us remember that the desire for freedom exists in all people.  
Many centuries after the legendary time of Moses, African people were 
brought to America as slaves. These slaves longed for freedom, and they 
were inspired by the story of Moses and the ancient Israelites.  

A full cup of wine symbolizes complete happiness.  
The triumph of Passover is diminished by the sacrifice of many human lives  
when plagues were visited upon the people of Egypt.  
In the story, the plagues that befell the Egyptians resulted from the 
decisions of tyrants, but the greatest suffering occurred among those who 
had no choice but to follow.  

Tonight we mourn their loss of life and express our sorrow over their 
suffering. For we cannot take joy in the suffering of others.  
Therefore, let us diminish the wine in our cups as we recall the ten 
plagues.  

Leader:  
As we recite each plague, dip your knife in your wine and mark a drop of 
wine on your plate.  

Everyone:  
1.Blood 2.  Frogs 3.  Gnats  4. Flies  5.Cattle Disease  6. Boils  7. Hail  
8. Locusts  9. Darkness  10. Slaying of the Firstborn  

Leader:  
Let us celebrate the bounty of our lives by reading an updated version: 

As the pain of others diminishes our joys, let us once more diminish our 
ceremonial drink as we together recite the names of these modern 
plagues:  

1.Hunger  2.War  3.Tyranny  4.Greed  5.Bigotry  6.Injustice  7.  Poverty  
8. Ignorance  9. Pollution of the Earth  10. Indifference to Suffering  



MATZAH - UNLEAVENED BREAD -  
[Take turns reading. Each person is invited to read a group of lines - or to 
pass.]  

MATZAH Why do we eat Matzah? 
Matzah reminds us that when the ancient Israelites left Egypt  
they had to leave suddenly without time to prepare.  
They departed so quickly that the bread they baked did not have time to 
rise.  

MAROR - THE BITTER HERB -  
[Maror held up for all to see.]  

[Take turns reading. Each person is invited to read a group of lines - or to 
pass.]  

MAROR Why do we have Maror on the Seder plate? Tradition says that 
this bitter herb is to remind us of the bitterness of slavery. As it is said They 
embittered their lives with hard labor, with mortar and bricks, and with all 
manner of labor in the field.  

EGG - 
[Roasted egg held up for all to see.]  

Why do we have an egg on the Seder plate?  
The egg is a symbol of life and of the rebirth that occurs each Spring.  
But the egg is also fragile and so it also represents potential that can be 
destroyed.  

Growing life needs warmth and love and security, guidance, hope, and 
vision. Beitsah is also a symbol of the interdependent web of life.  

Leader:  
Let us conclude our Seder by eating one last little piece of Matzah to 
leave us with the taste of freedom's struggles.  

[Everyone eat a last piece of Matzah.]  



Everyone:  
We have recalled struggles against slavery and injustice.  
Today, living in the United States, we are more free than people 
have been at any other time in history.  

Yet history shows that life is ever-changing, and we must learn 
how to survive under all conditions.  
When we or others are persecuted, we must struggle for our 
freedom. 

 
The more freedom we attain, the more we must help others 
attain freedom.  


